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School Planning Council Goals 2011/12: 
·  To improve numeracy skills for all students with a focus on problem solving. 
·  To promote school connectedness within a healthy school environment. 

 
November 7, 2011 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians: 
 
It is hard to believe that we have now finished two months of the school year.  George Bonner continues to be an 
active and engaging place to work and learn. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity on behalf of all the staff and students to thank you for your continued support 
during the month of October.  The annual magazine campaign is now over.  The profits from magazine sales 
support many worthwhile causes at the school.  While we appreciate all fundraising support from our school 
community, there is absolutely no obligation for any student, parent or staff member to contribute.   
 
SAFETY AWARENESS  
Please remember to either pull into a parking stall when picking up or dropping off your child, or better still, if you 
would drive out of the parking lot and drop off your child along the fence adjacent to the south parking lot.  The 
second reminder is that all visitors to the school must report to the office.  
�
PAC MAGAZINE SALES – P. Levet 
Thank you to the parents, staff and students who helped with magazine sales:  Sabine Bell, Jamie Trithart, Jex 
Trithart, Terri Tupper, Sonia Van Hell and Sarah Birge  (my daughter).  PAC sends sincere thanks to all parents, 
grandparents, friends and community members who supported this important fundraising effort.  The PAC will 
apply all fundraising through magazine sales to various student activities at the school.  Our final profit for this 
year’s magazine sale is $4566.98.  We sold 450 subscriptions with Mrs. Van Hell’s homeroom selling the most 
and winning the pizza party.  We would like to remind parents that you may continue to support Bonner by ordering 
online through Canadian Community Reading Program (www.ccrp.ca); you must quote our client number - 
 BC435. 
 
PARENT ADVISORY MEETING  
The next PAC meeting will be on Wednesday, December 7th at 7:00 p.m. The George Bonner Parent Advisory 
Council is made up of all the parents and guardians of students attending our school. The purpose of the PAC is 
to participate in promoting quality education and the well being of all students at George Bonner Middle School. 
The more parents that come out and lend support and provide ideas, the better the school year will be for all the 
students. Please come out and lend your support. Every idea and suggestion is valuable. 
 

Next PAC Meeting 
Wednesday, December 7, 2011 

Library at 7:00 PM 
 
Our PAC executive this year are: 
Chair:   Brenda Wilson    Vice-Chair:  Paola Levet     Treasurer:  Rebecca Page      Secretary:   Kinga Menu 
 
Our School Planning Council (SPC) members are:  Julie Vliet, Brenda Wilson and Michelle Conville.   
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SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES  
Many of our students have special needs that require us to either adapt or modify programs to ensure success.  If 
programs have been significantly adapted or modified, parents will have been notified and invited to participate in 
the process. 
 
Adapted Program  – This means the student is working on the same learning outcomes (curriculum) as the other 
students but adaptations have been made.  For example, a student on an adapted program may get fewer 
questions, more time, oral tests, learning assistance. 
Modified Program  – This means the student is working on different learning outcomes (curriculum).  For 
example, a student on a modified program may work on life skills and daily living skills.  No letter grades are given 
on a modified program on the official report card.   
Reporting  – Students on adapted and modified programs will receive an Anecdotal Report that refers to the goals 
set.  Most of these students will have an IEP (Individual Education Plan).   
 
IMPORTANT POLICIES 
Each year we bring important policies to the attention of our school community. Please refer to the preambles of 
each policy below. If you would like to see the full text of any policy they are on the school district website 
(www.sd79.bc.ca) or available from the principal. 
 
#2550 - Healthy Schools 
The Board of Education believes that schools play an important role in ensuring the health of students through 
programs and services that encourage healthy lifestyle habits and sound nutritional principles. Healthy foods 
education should be a cooperative effort between home and school. 
 
The Board of Education believes that parents/guardians, the community and schools must work together to ensure 
that students have the best opportunity to learn and develop healthy lifestyles. The Board acknowledges there is 
substantial research that shows a clear connection between nutrition, physical activity and learning. Healthy 
children and youth learn better. 
 
#4420 – Multicultural Recognition 
The Board of Education recognizes, respects and honours the multicultural diversity of its community and believes 
that this diversity enriches the lives of the school community and all learners. 
 
The Board of Education is committed to promoting respect and understanding of multicultural diversity throughout 
the district’s school community and affirms the importance of providing educational programs and services that will 
assist and support students from all multicultural backgrounds to achieve their full potential. 
 
The Board of Education supports the provision of active and positive multicultural experiences and learning 
activities which contribute to an understanding and appreciation of Canada’s diverse multicultural heritage. 
 
The Board of Education is committed to supporting a learning environment that affirms a learner’s inherent right to 
dignity, security and self-worth. 
 
Multiculturalism is defined as including ethnic, racial, religious, spiritual and cultural diversity. 
 
#5100 – District Code of Conduct 
The Board expects members of the school community to treat others with respect and courtesy and to conduct 
themselves in a manner worthy of the respect of others in order to promote a safe, caring, orderly and positive 
school climate specifically: School Act sections 6, 10, 75, 76 and 85 and Ministerial Order 276.07. 
 
#5110 – Intimidation, Harassment, Aggression 
The Board believes that all members of the school community should be provided a safe, caring, orderly, secure, 
welcoming and inclusive learning and working environment. 
 
RELEASING STUDENTS 
REMINDER TO PARENTS/GUARDIANS : If your child will not be coming to school please phone in to report a 
student's absence at the office rather than writing a note in your child’s agenda.  We have an answering machine 
for after hours’ calls at 250-743-5571.  Please write a note in your son/daughter’s agenda if they have an 
appointment and have to leave the school early (for any reason).  Also, we cannot release students to anyone 
other than a parent or guardian without a note from parent/guardian.    
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REMEMBRANCE DAY ASSEMBLY  - WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 9 th at 8:50 and 10:20 a. m. 
Every year the Legion members join us for our Remembrance Day Assembly.  This is the first formal 
assembly to be held this year.  Our drama club and school band will be part of the assembly.  Parents are 
not only welcome, but also encouraged to join us that morning.  It is always a special thrill for students 
when parents and/or grandparents are in the audience. 
 
BAND NEWS - Mr. Launder & Mrs. Carter  
It has been wonderful to see the progress of all the young musicians enrolled in band this year. The Grade 8 
students have made significant progress in preparation for the Remembrance Day assembly on November 9th. 
Grade 6 and 7 students are developing good playing and practicing habits in preparation for performances in 
December. Please come out and listen to the Winter Concerts on the following dates: 

·         Grade 6 and Jazz Band Winter Concert           December 8 at 7:00 p.m. in the multi-purpose room 
·         Grade 7/8 Band Winter Concert December 13 at 7:30 p.m. in the multi-purpose room 

  
As a reminder to parents and students, proper dress is required by all band students at the Winter Concerts. 
Proper dress for students is:    black pants (no blue jeans) 
      band shirt (blue polo shirt with music logo, provided) 
      black shoes (if available) 
  
Students who ordered and paid for band shirts will have them for the Winter Concert. Band shirts will be available 
again in the new year. 
 

Band Fundraising:  Grade 6, 7 and 8 band students will again be selling poinsettias during the month of 
November. Poinsettias will be available from all band students for $13 each. All poinsettias come in 6-
inch pots and are available in red, pink, white and marble. Proceeds from the sale of poinsettias will help 
to supply new band shirts, and replace old and worn out musical equipment. 

  
Thank you to all the parents who supported the Grade 8 band students by purchasing 2012 E.J. Hughes 
calendars. Money raised through calendar sales will help support the Grade 8 band students on their spring band 
trip. More information to follow. 
��
THE GREAT CANADIAN SHORE CLEAN-UP  
On September 22nd Divisions 85 and 86 participated, along with schools across Canada, in cleaning up beach 

areas.  We set off with 50 enthusiastic students and four volunteer parents for our assigned beach in 
Mill Bay.  While we did get a little wet from the rain, we were still successful in removing a truckload of 

material including large pieces of foam, tires, rope and a boat.  We dropped off 210 kg of garbage at 
the dump.  Thank you to the kind neighbours who allowed us to enter the beach through their 
driveway versus hiking down a rather challenging path, and to the students and parents for 
making a difference in their world. 
 

NEWS FROM THE LIBRARY – Ms. Allan, Teacher-Librarian 
As the end of October approaches, the library is a constant buzz of activity!  This year 75 students, in all grades, 
have volunteered to be library monitors!   I really appreciate all the help they give me; from delivering newspapers 
in the morning to closing the blinds at the end of the day, with shelving books, checking and stamping new titles, 
organizing Scholastic flyers and many more activities in between! A big “thank you” to all library monitor volunteers 
who give up their time for the benefit of our school community!  A big thank you also to Cindy Little and Cheryl 
Jacques who drop by to help with shelving and Julie Vliet who adds up Scholastic orders and mends books that 
are falling apart – we really appreciate their help. 
 
This month Grade 8’s have started learning research skills  in the library & lab while studying ancient religions in 
Social Studies.  As well as being intrigued by the content of their research, students are learning the importance of 
accurate note-taking and documenting their findings without plagiarizing. They are using a computer program 
called Keynote to collaborate in making an interactive slide show with the results of their research.  Grade 8’s now 
know a lot more about Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism and Sikhism than they used to! 

 
I am constantly looking for ways to improve our collection and the services we offer at the library.  If you have any 
concerns or questions about your child’s reading or our library program, please do not hesitate to drop in for a visit. 
Thank you for your support of our library program! 
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CHAINED CHAMPIONS (DIV 61 & 62) COMMUNITY SERVICE P ROJECT:  IN SUPPORT OF THE ‘GARDEN 
HOUSE SOCIETY’ 
We would like to thank everyone who supported our recent charity book sale held at the Cobble Hill Hall. Including 
donations, grant funds and book sale proceeds, $10,510 was raised before expenses.  
  
We would like to specially thank Bonner Middle School students, staff and school community for holding a spring 
book sale that contributed to a wonderful selection of youth books which were obviously appreciated by those who 
snapped them up at the sale. We also wish to express our appreciation to the Bonner students and parents who 
helped us unload about 500 book boxes at the Cobble Hill Hall. 
  
Profits from the sale have been added to the Garden House Foundation's fund, which provides yearly grants to 
local organizations supporting Valley families in crisis and animals in need. Once again, the Duncan SPCA, 
Cowichan Family Life and Cowichan Women Against Violence will each receive grants of $500 before the end of 
December. Leftover children's books have been donated to the Community Resource Bus to support childhood 
literacy. 
  
To learn more about the Garden House Foundation or how to donate books, please visit our blog at 
www.gardenhousefoundation.wordpress.com 
  
Sincerely, Jackie and Jim Barker, Garden House Foundation, Cobble Hill 
 
PENNIES FOR PRESENTS (Div. 63 & 64)  
The “Linked Together” team will once again be participating in the News Leader / Pictorial’s annual 
“Pennies for Presents” program.  This worthwhile project supports the Salvation Army and local food 
banks at Christmas time.  Please start saving your small change to make a big change in the lives of 
many people.  Div. 63 & 64 will begin organizing the classroom collection containers at the end of the 
month.  Thank you in anticipation of your support.  Our total raised last year was $1000.00! 
 
YEARBOOK  - Mr. Niessen  
This month the George Bonner Yearbook Club will be holding the one and only yearbook presale on 
Tuesday, November 15th and Wednesday, November 16th. Once again, the price of the yearbook remains at 
$25.00 or $30.00 for a personalized book, during this presale only.  
   
This year we continue to offer 32 pages of full colour pages and 24 pages of spot colour.   
  
Order forms will be distributed about a week prior to the presale. If you desire a yearbook, please fill out the 
form and return it to school on the presale days.  Cash or cheque (made out to George Bonner Middle School ) 
are accepted. As always, a small quantity of yearbooks will be available in June on a first-come, first-served basis 
for $30.00.  Personalizing is not available then. Ordering your yearbook at the presale is the only way to guarantee 
a book in June, as the yearbook always sells out.  
 
GRADE 6 VOLLEYBALL - OCTOBER/NOVEMBER  
Grade 6 boys and girls will have the opportunity to join and participate in a Volleyball League during October and 
November. Our focus will be on skill development, participation and fun. All Grade 6 students are welcome to join 
and we will have several mixed teams involved in lunch time practices and league games. The first three sessions 
will offer instruction in serving, volleying and bumping prior to students being placed on teams for league play. The 
lunch time games will continue to develop these skills while focusing on positional play and sportsmanship. 

Mr. Ready, Mrs. Pinnell and Mr. Posey will provide coaching and referee noon time games. A wrap up tournament 
will be held on Wednesday, December 7th from 3:15 - 4:45 p.m. 

Thanks for your participation and support.  Please contact Mr. Posey or Mr. Ready at George Bonner Middle 
School (250-743-5571) if you have any questions. 
 
WHISTLER SKI CLUB  -  Mr. Niessen, Mr. Cutt, Ms. Roach 
Preparations are under way for the yearly trip to Whistler.  This trip is a great opportunity for all 
snowboard and skiing enthusiasts regardless of their level of ability, even if you are a beginner.  
Meetings will start in November and will be announced in the Pathfinder.  At that time, information 
will be provided regarding costs, dates, and fundraising options. We are looking forward to another 
great time on the slopes. 
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CROSS COUNTRY – Ms.  Simmons, Ms. Roach & Mrs. Gillis  
We have been having practices on Mondays after school and Fridays at lunch time.  Congratulations to all the 
students:  Marina Ellison, Halle de Valk Zaiss, Holly Collis H andford, Mitchell Gudgeon, Kaiden Coughlan, 
Robyn Zinkan, Teddy Zinkan, Katelyn Farley, Lauren Robilliard, Tasmin West, Desirae Ridenour, Jerek 
Postuk, Marin McCarthy, Cole Wiltsie, Mathew Boyles , Nyah Miranda, Colten Smith, Isaac Tonkin-Palmer, 
MacKenzie Johnston, Justin Henry, Sam Postuk, Chris topher Postuk, Jacob Erwin, Leanne Leno, Jeremy 
Kissack, Jeremy Stacey, Jaeden Ashbee, Donovan Gero ux, Charlotte Gaw and Anna Slang.  They 
participated in the cross country meets at Mt. Prevost, Beaver Lake and Queen of Angels.  Our runners have been 
raking in the ribbons!  The Grade 7 boys’ team won first at Beaver Lake and the Grade 7 girls won second.  At our 
last meet, every first place ribbon was won by a runner from George Bonner!  We will be continuing practices on 
Mondays after school and Fridays at lunch.  Please come out and join us (open to students, staff and families). 
 
MOVE FOR HEALTH DAYS – Ms. Simmons 
Thank you and congratulations to Div. 83 & 84 for organizing September’s Terry Fox Run and to Div. 85 & 86 for 
organizing October’s Move for Health Day.  We have raised money for cancer research, donated non-perishable 
food items for those in need and improved our health and fitness. 
 
GUEST SPEAKER 
Canadian Women’s Hockey Olympian, Katie Weatherston, was a guest presenter for Grade 6 and 7 students on 
Wednesday, November 2nd.  Her presentation on “Goal Setting and Overcoming Obstacles” was exciting and 
educational.  Katie shared her gold medals and personal story with us.  Thank you so much to Island Savings 
Credit Union  for sponsoring this event. 
 
MESSAGE FROM THE B.C. SCHOOL FRUIT AND VEGETABLE NU TRITIONAL PROGRAM  
No time for breakfast?  Try these: 
Breakfast in a Drink – Make fruit smoothies in a blender or food processor.  Blend fruit juice, milk, yogurt 
or soft tofu and pieces of fruit.  Experiment with different juices and fruit.  For a thicker drink use chunks of 
frozen fruit.  Pour into a travel mug and enjoy on the way to school or work. 
Breakfast Wrap and Roll – Spread a tortilla with light cream cheese and add any vegetables on hand 
(leftover cooked vegetables, shredded carrot or lettuce, alfalfa or mixed sprouts, strips of red or green 
pepper), season with your favourite dressing or salsa.  Roll up and eat on the go.  Grab a muffin or a bagel, 
add a piece of cheese and nature’s fast food – a piece of fruit – for a quick nutritious breakfast.  
 
HEAD LICE 
As we have had a few cases of head lice reported in some classes, we have included information from VIHA on 
how to get rid of head lice.  If you need more information, you can call the public health nurses at 250-709-3050.  
 
LOST & FOUND �
Every month hundreds of dollars worth of lost clothing, running shoes and other items find their way to the lost and 
found.  All lost and found items are hung up or displayed on racks in the hallway outside the library.  P.E. strip left 
in the changing rooms are placed in boxes for a few days outside the P.E. office, before being moved to the lost 
and found.  Students are regularly encouraged to check the lost and found and collect their lost items.  If your 
son/daughter has lost any items, could you please encourage them to check.  Lost and found items get bagged 
and stored every week.  Please be advised that on November 9th we will be taking lost and found items to 
Goodwill.  If your son/daughter has lost any items, parents could check in the atrium between 3:00 and 4:00 
PM.  Due to the large number of items, we will be taking the lost and found to Goodwill every couple of months.�

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 
Once again, if you have any concerns about your son/daughter, please contact the counselors, Mrs. Butler or Mrs. 
Chabot; our vice-principal, Ms. Boucher; or me.  
 
 
Yours truly, 
 
 
 
     
Heidi Grant, Principal 
 
HG/jb 
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COMMUNITY NOTICES: 
·  Cowichan Valley PAC  is hosting an all-candidates meeting on November 7 th at Quamichan Middle 

School.  The meeting will run from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  
 

·  Kerry Park Recreation  is offering the following upcoming programs:  Hope to see you there! 
- Pro D Day Camp Bowling & Movie (ages 6 – 12) Thursday, November 10 
- Cyber Safe (ages 8 – 11) Wednesday, November 23 
- Out-Trip: Ladysmith Light-Up (everyone welcome) Thursday, November 24 
- Out-Trip: Mt. Washington Ski Trip (ages 12+ or families) Tuesday, December 20 
To register or for more information please call Kerry Park Recreation at 250-743-5922. 
 

 

 

NOVEMBER, 2011 
 
Su Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Sat 

 
  1 

 
2 

PAC Meeting at 
7:00 p.m. in the 

Library 

3 
 

4 
 

5 

6 7 
Newsletters home 

 
 

8 
 
 

9 
Remembrance 

Day assemblies at 
8:50 and 10:20 

 

10 
Day-In-Lieu 
No classes 

11 
REMEMBRANCE 

DAY 
(School Closed) 

12 

13 14 
 

 

15 
 

16 
 
 

17 18 
 
 
 

19 

20 21 22 
 

23 
 
 

24 25 
School Wide 5 K 
“Move for Health” 

 
End of Term #1 

26 

27 28 29 30    

 
Dates to Remember : 
November 9  Wednesday REMEMBRANCE DAY assemblies  
November 10 Thursday Day-In-Lieu (Teacher Pro D) No classes 
November 11 Friday REMEMBRANCE DAY HOLIDAY No classes 
December 8 Thursday Winter Concert for Grade 6 & Jazz Band at 7:00 p.m.  
December 8 Thursday Report Card #1 issued  
December 13 Tuesday Winter Concert for Grade 7 & 8 Band at 7:00 p.m.  
December 19 
to January 2 

 WINTER VACATION No classes 

January 3 Tuesday First day of classes in 2012  
March 12 to 
March 16 

 FIVE DAY DISTRICT SCHOOL CLOSURE No classes 

March 19 to 
March 23 

 SPRING VACATION No classes 

April 6 Friday GOOD FRIDAY No classes 
April 9 Monday EASTER MONDAY No classes 
April 16 Monday DISTRICT IMPLEMENTATION DAY No classes 
May 4 Friday PRO D DAY No classes 
May 21 Monday VICTORIA DAY No classes 
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